Beowulf Project  
(Number and write your answers in your notebook)

1. Who is Scyld? Where does he come from? Where does he go? What does he do? Why does the poem begin here, rather than with Hrothgar and Grendel? 

2. What is Grendel’s lineage? What do the characters in the poem know about Grendel? 

3. Trace the history of the hall Heorot—why was it built, what happened within its walls, how and by whom was it destroyed? 

4. Who is Unferth, and why is he so hostile to Beowulf? Why is he allowed to speak that way? 

5. What do the poets within Beowulf sing about? To whom do they sing their songs? What is the purpose of their performances? 

6. Why would Beowulf rather be a hero than a king? What is the difference? 

7. Where does the dragon come from? Why does he attack the Geats? Is the dragon a greater or lesser threat than Grendel? Why does Beowulf go to fight him? 

8. Who are the Swedes and Frisians? Why are we given such detailed information about the history of the Geats and their quarrels? 

9. Trace the history of the Dragon’s hoard from its first to its last burial. How is this treasure different from other treasures in the poem? 

10. When Beowulf dies, does he go to Heaven?

Definitions (get a dictionary in class):

1. tribute

2. spoils

3. fiend

4. spawned

5. lair

6. relished

7. heathen

8. omens

9. mail (mail-shirt)

10. reined

11. herald

12. scorn

13. gorge

14. feud

15. mead

16. acquired

17. reprisal

18. purge

19. marsh

20. threshold

21. gnaw

22. taut

23. pilgrimage

24. vile

25. rank (adjective)

26. brooded

27. forged

28. relic

29. imperious

30. averted

31. malice

32. supple

33. tarnish

34. cavernous

35. hoard

