Previous related work from the creative writing unit: Multiple poetry and fiction creative writing assignments, each sub-unit culminating in workshop and defense opportunities. Next sub-units after fiction: Narrative, Drama.
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Goal/Objective:
Continue to support writing elements, writing and revision techniques through creative writing: Fiction - the mystery short story. This unit segues well into the MLA format research paper, fourth quarter. 
Standards: 
11.R.2.2 
11.W.2.1 
Lesson Plan:

Mini-Mystery – See page for details: http://jj075.k12.sd.us/mini_mystery.htm  
Essential questions: What is a mystery? How does it illustrate and support writing elements? 
Write your own Mini-Mystery: Start with the main character. Put your character in an interesting setting. Create an intriguing mystery with a puzzle to solve. Build up the tension to keep the story exciting. Include some thrilling cliffhangers to keep the story entertaining. Resolve the mystery with a satisfying conclusion. 
Criteria:

This short story must be 300 words in length, minimum. 

Students must show development of the following Writing Elements/Literary Terms (Eng. 11 list: http://jj075.k12.sd.us/classnotes/Literary%20Terms%2011.doc):

· Characterization 

· Protagonist 

· Antagonist (if student so chooses) 

· Setting 

· Puzzle (conflict) 

· Tension (rising action) 

· Cliffhanger, leading into falling action 

· Resolution 
Assessment:

1) Short story will be workshopped among peers.
(See workshop rationale and worksheet: http://jj075.k12.sd.us/the_workshop.htm) 
2) Students will have an opportunity to "defend" their work to class, if they so choose. 
3) Revised, final draft graded on content. 
4) Work will be added to final portfolio and students may submit to my TALON eZine.

Eleventh Grade Reading
Grade Standards, Supporting Skills, and Examples

Indicator 2: Students are able to evaluate text structures, literary elements, and literary devices within various genres to develop interpretations and form responses.

	Bloom’s Taxonomy

Level
	Standard, Supporting Skills, and Examples

	(Analysis)  
	11.R.2.2 Students are able to analyze and explain literary devices within text. To meet this standard students may:
· explain how the use of sound devices such assonance, consonance, alliteration, and onomatopoeia support the subject and mood (for example:  Edgar Allan Poe, Robert Frost, Mary Oliver, Billy Collins);

· recognize the impact of play on words (for example:  William Shakespeare, Ogden Nash, Shel Silverstein, Jerry Seinfeld).


Eleventh Grade Writing
Grade Standards, Supporting Skills and Examples
 
Indicator 2:  Students are able to use various strategies and techniques to improve writing quality.

 

	Bloom’s Taxonomy Level
	Standard, Supporting Skills, and Examples

	(Analysis) 
	11.W.2.1 Students are able to analyze the structure of various texts to revise and improve writing. To meet this standard students may:
· model use of parallel structure for emphasis;
· model various rhetorical patterns (for example: propaganda, straw man arguments);
· write a short story following traditional narrative structure (for example: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution).


